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5.3 APPENDIX III: CONCEPTS AND DEFINITION   

 
III.1 Building 

 
III.1.1 Building definition 

A building is defined as a physical structure, which is separate and independent of any other 
structure and must comprise one (1) or more rooms.  It must be covered by a roof and enclosed 
within external walls or dividing walls that extend from the foundation to the roof.  A building 
may be used for several purposes, i.e., residential, commercial, or industrial or provision of 
services. As such, some buildings may be used as factory, shop, detached dwelling, apartment 
building, warehouse, repair shop, poultry pen, etc. NOTE that detached rooms, for example, 
detached kitchens, toilets, servants’ quarters, garages, etc. relating to main buildings are treated as 
part of the main buildings.  
 

III.1.2 Closed building 
 
A closed building is one, which, on census night (i.e. the mid-night of 14th/15th September 
2022), was not in use because all the occupants are temporarily absent (i.e. absent for less than 
six (6) months). Neighbours can usually help with identifying a closed building 
 

III.1.3 Vacant building 
 
A vacant building is one which, on census night (i.e. mid-night of 14th/15th September 2022), 
was not being used for any purpose. Included in this category are those buildings which were 
closed for six (6) months or more. Neighbours can usually help with identifying a vacant building 
 

III.2 Dwelling Unit  
 

III.2.1 Dwelling unit definition 

A dwelling unit is any building or separate and independent part of a building or a room in which 
a person or group of persons were living on census night (i.e., midnight of 14th/15th September 
2022). It must have direct access from the street or common landing, staircase, passage, or gallery 
where occupants can enter or leave without passing through another household’s living quarters.  

III.2.2 Closed dwelling unit 

A closed dwelling unit is a dwelling unit which was not occupied on census night (i.e. the mid-
night of 14th/15th September 2022) but the occupants are temporarily away, that is, away for 
less than six (6) months. A dwelling unit may be closed because the residents are away either on 
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holiday or for some other reason.  In such a case, you should find out from the neighbours if anyone 
spent the census night in the dwelling. The neighbours may also be able to provide information on 
the number of persons who live there and the name of the household head 

III.2.3 Vacant dwelling unit 

A vacant dwelling unit is a dwelling unit that is habitable, but no one was living there on census 
night (i.e. the mid-night of 14th/15th September 2022) and whose residents were away for six 
(6) months or more.   

III.2.4 Private dwelling unit 

A private dwelling unit is one in which a private household resides.  This may be a single house, 
flat, apartment, out room, part of a commercial building, or a boarding house catering for less than 
six (6) persons. 

III.3 Private Household 

A private household consists of one or more persons living together (i.e. sleeping together at least 
4 nights per week) and sharing at least one daily meal.  It is important to note that a member of a 
household need not be a relative of the main family or the head of household. For example, a 
boarder or a domestic servant who sleeps in most nights of the week is considered a member of 
the household.  It is possible for a household to consist of one person or more persons or a group 
of unrelated persons living together. 

Many types of living arrangements which may constitute a household may be found in the field. 
Some examples are given below for your guidance: 

➢ A person or group of persons who moved in a building or dwelling with the intention of 
staying is considered as a private household. 
 

➢ A boarding house catering for less than six boarders or lodgers is classified as a private 
household. 
 

➢ If a building is divided into flats or separate dwellings, each of the dwelling units 
constitutes a private household, i.e., a tenant or subtenant occupying a dwelling unit with 
his/her own eating arrangements. 
 

➢ A servant who sleeps in a building or in an outbuilding on the premises of his/her employer 
is to be listed as a member of the household; otherwise, is not counted as a member, if 
he/she does not sleep on the premises of the employer. 
 

➢ A boarder or lodger, (i.e. a person who eats and sleeps with the household during most 
nights of the week), is to be considered a member of the household.  
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➢ Separate living quarters (i.e., each unit with its own eating or sleeping arrangements) within 
an institution for all or any member of the staff constitute separate households. 
 

➢ A person who rents a room but does not share any meals with his/her landlord or landlady 
constitutes a separate single-person household. 

 
➢ A visitor or guest who spends Census Night (i.e., from midnight of 14th/15th September 

2022 to 6:00 a.m. on the 15th of September 2022) in the household must be counted as a 
member of the household. However, don’t consider any person as a visitor or guest who 
due to some circumstances, spent the Census Night in the household and left early the next 
day or during the day before or after the Enumerator visits the household to conduct the 
census count. Such a person should be treated as a traveller who had to spend the census 
night there due to circumstances and would be counted at his/her usual place of residence 
where the Enumerator might meet him/her. 
 

➢ Persons, who because of the nature of their jobs (i.e. watchmen, shift-workers, medical and 
health personnel, etc.), spend most nights away from their home MUST be enumerated at 
their place of usual residence along with the other members of their households. 

 

III.4 Head of Household 
The Head of the Household is a designated person, or the person recognized as such by the respondent. 
Every household must have a head.  

In the case of a group of unrelated persons sharing a dwelling on an equal basis, take as head the 
member of the group designated as a head by the rest of members or recognized as such by the others.  

A person running a boarding house or similar establishment that caters for less than six (6) boarders or 
lodgers is considered the head of that household. 

III.5 Institutional Households 

The institutional household comprises a group of persons who are living and/working or studying 
under prescribed rules and regulations on Census Night. They include the homeless, overnight 
travellers and persons found in hostels, hotels, hospitals, prisons, and lodgers, etc. Use the 
Institutional Questionnaire to interview institutional households (See Chapter 5 for more detail). 

III.6 Transient Population 

Transient population are foreign citizens, who are just passing through and may be found at any 
of Guyana’s ports of entry during the census night (night of 14th/15th September 2022). They are 
found mostly in the airports, bus stands, ferry stellings, etc. Like the homeless households, the 
enumeration of the transient populations should be done on the Census Night (night of 14th/15th 
September 2022).  
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Transient population also includes honeymoon couples staying at resorts, short-term temporary 
guests staying in hotels, guest houses, etc. Unlike the first category, this second category of 
transient persons will be enumerated wherever they are found across the country as the 
enumerators proceed with the enumeration during the entire period of the census.  

Note: This term (transient population) does not refer to residents of Guyana. Guyanese Citizens 
and/or Residents arriving that night (whether overseas based or not) were captured in the regular 
household where he/she will stay. 

III.7  Census Night  

This is the period from midnight 14th/15th September 2022 to 6:00 a.m. on the 15th of September 
2022. 

III.8 The Reference Time and Date 

The 2022 Census reference time and date will be as of midnight of 14th/15th September 2022. 
This means that all persons who are alive as of this date and time Must be enumerated. 
Accordingly, since it would be impossible to enumerate the entire population on a single day (15th 
September 2022), the day on which the census questionnaire is filled, reference Must be made to 
midnight of 14th/15th September 2022. 

III.9 Categories of Residence Status  

There are three categories for classifying the residence situation or residence status: 
a) Residents present at the time of the reference census night (RP) 
b) Residents absent at the time of the reference census night (RA) 
c) Visitors (V) 

III.9.1 Resident Present (RP) 

A person is a Resident Present (RP), if he/she usually lives more than six months in the place 
where he/she is enumerated, and if he/she is present on the reference night, the night preceding the 
first day of the census.  

A delay of six months is considered as a reference to determine the residence status in most of the 
cases. However, there are few exceptions. There may be certain categories of persons who live 
less than six months in each place but intend to stay. 

Below are some examples: 
➢ A woman who just married is a resident where she lives with her husband as soon as she 

moves in. 
 

➢ A civil servant, who has been transferred to a new place to work, immediately becomes a 
resident in this new place. 
 

➢ A person who just moved to a new place, alone or with his/her family, with the intention 
to stay in this new place for any reason, becomes a resident in this new place. 



65 

➢ The following persons will also be enumerated as resident present (RP), even though they 
have not spent the reference night in their households: 

a) Health workers such as doctors and nurses on night duty; 
b) Security Guards /watchmen. 
c) Persons who spent the night in a night club, or in a religious house; 
d) Persons travelling in a car on census night; 
e) Factory workers/shift-workers who work at night; 
f) Military or police personnel who spent the night in a camp or on duty; 
g) Someone out fishing all night.  
h) A traveller, who due to some reason lodged with someone on census night 

and left early before the enumerator visits the household, should not be 
enumerated as a member of that household. That person will be enumerated 
as a RP in his/her usual household. 
 

i) A visiting partner/friend or child, who due to sleeping arrangement sleeps 
in   the household of a partner/friend or in another household, but spends 
most of the day in the household of his/her parent or in another household 
and shares daily meals there, MUST be enumerated as a resident present 
(RP) in that household where he/she spends most of his/her time and shares 
meal, even though he/she spent the census night in the household where 
sleeping arrangement was made.  

 

III.9.2 Resident Absent (RA) 

Resident Absent (RA) is a person who usually lives at the place, but who was not present on the 
reference night. The person must be absent for a period of six (6) months or less to be considered 
RA. 

If absent for longer than six (6) months, the person will be considered Resident Present in the place 
where he/she is found, and this is the place where he/she will be enumerated. 

A person may be absent from his/her place of residence for a variety of reasons, such as: 

➢ Health (hospitalized) 
➢ Business (business trip) 
➢ Family reasons (visiting a relative, participating in a wedding ceremony, and so forth) 
➢ Occupation (i.e. commercial traveller, truck/car driver, etc.) 
➢ Tourism (trip for vacation) 
➢ Camps (training, sojourn) 
➢ Short term studies 
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III.9.3 Visitors (V) 

Visitors (V) are persons who stayed effectively with the enumerated household during the 
reference night (the night preceding the first day of the census), but who are not resident because 
their usual residences are located elsewhere. These persons must be visiting for less than six 
months to be considered a Visitor.  

III.10 Other Special Categories of Residents 
 

III.10.1 Foreign Diplomats   

Foreign diplomats or representatives of international organizations resident in Guyana and their 
families will not be enumerated in the census. However, their service personnel will be enumerated 
as part of the resident population.  

III.10.2 Foreign Residents 

Foreign Residents who stay or work in Guyana will be enumerated as resident present or absent 
(RP or RA) and be indicated by a code “1” or “2” respectively in keeping with the instruction 
above if their duration of stay is six (6) months or more. On the other hand, if their duration of stay 
is less than six (6) months, they will be enumerated as visitors (V) and be indicated by a code of 
“3”. 

III.10.3 Guyanese Diplomats 

Guyanese diplomats and their families posted and living abroad will be enumerated as part of 
Guyana’s Resident population. 

III.10.4 Students Abroad  

Students studying abroad will be enumerated as Resident Absent (RA) and be indicated by a code 
of “2” in their families in Guyana, provided the length of absence away from the household is six 
(6) months or less. The head of the household or any adult member present can respond on behalf 
of such absentee student.  Do not include such student in the household listing if the length of 
absence is more than six (6) months. 

III.10.5 Other Workers Abroad 

Other workers abroad, such as the seasonal workers, will be enumerated as resident absent (RA) 
and be indicated by a code of “2” in their families in Guyana, provided their length of absence 
away from the household is six (6) months or less. Similarly, the head of the household or any 
adult member present can respond on behalf of such absentee worker.  

III.10.6 Foreign Students 

Foreign students who are studying in Guyana’s institutions will be enumerated as any other person 
living in Guyana. 
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III.10.7 Civil Servants 

Civil servants who are on official duties or personal vacations abroad and did not spend the 
reference night in their household will be enumerated as persons usually resident in their household 
provided the length of absence away from their household for six (6) months or less. They will be 
considered RA and be indicated by a code of “2” on the household and individual questionnaires.  

The head of the household or any adult member present can respond on behalf of such absentee 
civil servant. 

III.10.8 Homeless Persons 

Persons living in the street and/or do not have special places to sleep, in the City of Georgetown 
and other parts of the country Must be included in the population count.  

III.10.9 Newborns 

It is important to note that Newborns or BABIES BORN AFTER the Census Night (i.e., midnight 
of 14th/15th September 2022) should NOT be enumerated. 

III.10.10 Dead Persons 

Someone who was present in the household on census night (i.e., midnight of 14th/15th September 
2022), but died during the period of the enumeration, that is, before the enumerator visits that 
household, MUST be enumerated as if he/she was alive.  

III.10.11 Visitors arriving after census night 

Anyone coming from abroad (whether Guyanese living abroad or foreign-born citizens) into the 
country after Census Night (midnight of 14th/15th September 2022) MUST not be enumerated.   
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5.5 APPENDIX V: VISITATION RECORD 
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GUYANA POPULATION & HOUSING CENSUS – 2022 
VISITATION RECORD 

                              
                  

No. of Persons  

  
Institution/Other Buildings/Business      

Date of Field Visit & 
Signature  

Date of 
Visit 

(dd/mm/yy)  

Building 
No.  

Dwelling 
Unit No.  

HH 
No.  

Full Name 
of 
Household  

Head or 
Full Name 

of  
The 

proprietor 
and name 

of  
Business 

or Name of 
Institution  

Full  
Address  Total  Males  Females  Institutional 

Unit No.  

Other 
Building 

No.  

Business 
Unit No.  

Type/  
Activity 

of  
Business/ 
Institution  

No. of Paid  
Employees  

Building 
Status  Remarks  Enumerator  Supervisor  

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  

                                                  

                                                   

                                                   

          
 
   

                                        

  
Building Status: 1. Occupied 2. Vacant Building 3. Closed Building 4. Vacant Dwelling Unit 5. Closed Dwelling Unit 6. Dilapidated 7. Under Construction
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5.6 APPENDIX VI: CENSUS QUESTIONNAIRES                       
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